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path, which has been reconnoitred, under cover of the hills to a place called Vechiagia, which commands within a few hundred yards the new redoubt and the tower of Fornoli. The possession of this bay having been secured for the fleet, General Paoli points out the bays of Vechia and Nonza upon the eastern side of the Gulph of Piorenzo as places proper for the landing of the troops, provisions, ordnance, &c.
" The army immediately upon landing will have to move with a few light guns about a league into the country and co-operate with General Paoli in driving the enemy from the villages of Patrimonio and Barbagio. These are held by a small body of the enemy, who in Patrimonio are confined to one house, in which they have a gun or two. General Paoli conceives that this will be an operation of little difficulty, particularly as previous to the landing of the troops he means to occupy the heights between those villages and Bastia, and prevent their being reinforced during the attack. The possession of Patrimonio and Barbagio will afford a lodgment for part of the troops, effectually prevent the communication between St. Fiorenzo and Bastia, and secure the road from the landing-place for the transport of provisions, ordnance, &c., for the cannonade of St. Fiorenzo, the works of which, besides being old and in many places decayed, are commanded on all sides by heights within 1200 yards, from whence they may be plunged into and many of the batteries taken in reverse.
"I could only reconnoitre Bastia from the top of a mountain at the distance of three or four miles. It also is commanded. The inhabitants are generally supposed to be favourable to Paoli. From the information I received from him and others, I should conceive the attack on Bastia an affair of still greater facility than that of Martello Bay and St. Fiorenzo. There is a good carriage road leading to it from the latter place, by which the artillery, stores, &c., may be conveyed and a communication kept up with the fleet. Calvi is a place of much greater strength than either Bastia or St. Fiorenzo, and may require a more serious attack; it is, however, commanded within a few
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